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If you were born in the years 
that make you a baby boomer, 
you may be lucky enough to 
remember the old side-wheel 
lawnmower your parents had 
that didn’t have a motor. Wait, 
some of you younger folks are 
saying. What? A lawnmower 
that you had to push? And 
push, and pull back and push, 
without the aid of a motor? It 
sounds ghastly, but as a child 
I recall warm summer days, 
windows wide open and the 
soothing sound of the rotary 
mower as my dad worked it 
across the carpet of lawn out-
side our little brick house.  

It made a soft, metallic 
sound, like cutta-cutta, 
cutta-cutta. When my dad 
stopped, it stopped. And when 
my dad hit a patch of grass 
longer than three inches high, 
there would be other sounds, 
like a not-very-happy person 
verbalizing his feelings be-
cause he waited so long to cut 
the grass that the mower just 
went on strike, stopped, got 
clogged with cuttings. Okay, it 
was ghastly. 

Enter the motorized mow-
ers. Although invented in the 
1890s, it wasn’t until after 
World War II that they became 
affordable. According to The 
Old Lawnmower Club, “By the 
1950s lawn mower technology 
had advanced greatly and ma-
chines were inexpensive and 
generally reliable. The intro-
duction of plastic components 
in the 1960s reduced costs 
further still….” (oldlawnmow-
erclub.co.uk/aboutmowers/
history)

Never fear. Not only is there 
local help in getting you out 
of the weeds with lawn care, 
there is often in-store financ-
ing available. Take Teague 
Distributors, Inc. in Fairfield. 
Jeff Ripley showed me around 
their showroom and ware-
houses in their store that sits 
on a quiet spot on the banks of 
the Kennebec River. 

Since 1958, the Teague 
family has been supplying 
their customers with Toro 
lawnmowers, all sizes and 
models. Take for instance, the 
gigantic mower for gigantic 
lawns. Ripley points out that 
this year Toro came out with 
MyRIDE, a suspension sys-
tem for select Z Master Zero 
models, to cushion the ride 
for the person in the driver’s 
seat. This reduces impact, 
which reduces fatigue. When 

you’re on a mower for the 
long haul, you want this type 
of technology even on a home 
mower, albeit a huge one. 

Don’t need to mow an entire 
lower 40? Teague has you cov-
ered, with smaller push mow-
ers, trimmers and everything 
else you’ll need to get the job 
done. If you need to space out 
the cost, they offer financing, 
“sometimes approved in 10 
minutes,” Ripley tells me. 
They also service mowers and 
other equipment with four 
technicians in their shop out 
back. 

Teague Distributors, Inc. 
is located at 350 Upper Main 
Street in Fairfield. Call 
453-9363 or visit the website 
teaguedistributors.com. They 
are open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
day-Friday, 8 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday.

In Winslow, Mike Shuckrow 
stocks Cub Cadet machines, 
with a smattering of other 
brands. When asked, “Will a 
robot soon be able to mow a 
lawn?” Mike laughed. “Well, I 
saw one at a trade show, but 
no one was exactly rushing 
to buy it. It looked like one of 
those vacuum cleaners that 
goes by itself. ” 

Rest assured, you weekend 
yard warriors, a robot will not 
take your job just yet. Shuck-
row did show me a self-pro-
pelled mower he sells. “But 
you still have to show up and 
steer the thing,” he said. I get 
it. While you’re there, check 

out the utility vehicles. If you 
off-road at all, a side-by-side 
might be the way to go. Big-
ger than a golf cart and way 
more rugged. 

Central Maine Equipment 
is located at 56 Garland Road 
in Winslow. Call 873-4945 
or visit the website at cen-
tralmaineequipment.com. 
They’re open 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Monday – Friday, and 7:30 
a.m. - noon Saturday.

Kramer’s in Sidney has a 
huge showroom with dozens 

of models of mowers and 
other products. It’s a massive 
building on the outside, and 
inside it’s equally impressive. 
Established in 1966 by Frank-
lin Kramer, the business is 
now run by members of the 
Kramer family and other 
staff, who sell and service 
brands such as New Holland, 
Gravely, Stihl, Husqvarna 
and Ariens. In fact, Kramer’s 
likes to point out that, “We 
believe strongly in using what 
we sell. We work with New 

Holland farm equipment on 
our own farm. We ride Arctic 
Cat snowmobiles and ATVs. 
In the winter we use Ariens 
Snowthrowers. We cut our 
own firewood with STIHL 
chainsaws and mow our 
lawns with Gravelys.” They 
invite you to come into the 
showroom or browse their 
website for factory promo-
tions, discounts and specials. 
Need parts for a vintage or 
newer machine? Just ask. 
They have a huge inventory. 

Kramer’s Inc.is located 
at 2400 West River Road in 
Sidney. Call 547-3345, email 
kramers@kramersinc.com or 
visit the website at kramers.
com. Hours are 8 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Monday - Friday and 8 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday. Other 
times can be scheduled by 
appointment.

Lawnmowers aren’t what they used to be

Photo by Kate Cone
Jeff Ripley at Teague Distributors shows off the MyRIDE suspension on a big Toro home mower.

“I saw one at a trade 
show, but no one was 
exactly rushing to buy 
it. It looked like one of 
those vacuum cleaners 
that goes by itself. ” 

MIKE ShuCKrOw, 

CENTrAl MAINE EquIpMENT

COMMENTINg ON 

rOBOT lAwN MOwErS

Photo by Kate Cone
The showroom at Kramer’s in Sidney has many mowers to choose from.
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When you talk to Mattson’s 
window treatment specialist 
Joyce Schoenthaler about what’s 
new for spring, she doesn’t hesi-
tate. “Indoor shutters,” she says. 
“Everyone is asking for them.” 

Then she takes out a few sam-
ples and demonstrates how they 
function to let in light or keep 
out the hot summer sun. Think 
outdoor shutters inside. Very 
cottagey, very functional, very 
attractive. Swoon. 

Then there are the many other 
types of shades and blinds, such 
as Roman, roller, solar, cordless 
honeycomb or cordless blackout. 
The options seem endless. And if 
you had to go it alone, they might 
seem overwhelming. Joyce ex-
cels at keeping anxiety at bay. 

“We go to the customer, wher-
ever they are and help them find 
the treatments that suit their 
homes.” 

How far afield from their 
showroom in Hallowell does she 
travel to help people figure out 
what works best? 

“We go to Bangor, Portland, 
Rockland, wherever we’re need-
ed. I just came back from doing a 
home on Bailey Island.” 

There is a brief discussion 
of where the best chowder is 
served down that way, then it’s 
back to business. 

Joyce Schoenthaler pulls out 
several types of shades I’d never 
seen, even one that “layered” 
the light, so as you pull the cord, 
strips of color descend to either 
let some light in, or black it out 
completely. You have to see it 

and marvel in person. Goodbye 
tab-top curtains. Hello indoor 
shutters and shades. 

To complement their selection 
of window treatments, Mattson’s 
also stocks wallpaper and Olde 
Village paints, and offers in-store 
financing. You can get the entire 
project done in one spot with lots 
of coaching from the experts. 

Mattson’s flooring and window 
treatments is located at 276 
Whitten Road in Hallowell and 
open 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday 
- Friday and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday. Call 620-8888 or visit 
mattsonsflooring.com.

Up the road a bit in South 
China is Blinds by Design, run 
by the McKinnis family. Phillip, 
Sandy and son Daniel have been 
making people happy with their 
products and service since 2004. 

The family is currently restoring 
a building in South China which 
by summer will house a new 
showroom. If you’re lucky, you’ll 
be greeted not only by the family, 
but by their pet and mascot, Luk-
ie, the friendliest yellow Lab I’ve 
ever met. 

Although Blinds by Design has 
always gone to the customer, 
toting hundreds of samples and 
assuring accuracy by doing the 
measuring themselves, Phillip 
told me, “We will still do that, but 
we also wanted a destination 
showroom for people to visit and 
see our products displayed.”

It helps to see things as they 
will be, instead of trying to im-
agine the as-yet-unaccomplished 
metamorphosis in your own 
home. 

The McKinnis’ also do an 

extensive commercial business, 
installing and maintaining 
window treatments for hospitals, 
colleges and other companies 
that need their expertise, such 
as motorized or hypo-allergenic 
shades. And maintenance is key. 
The family wants customers 
to know that they are available 
after the installations to make 
sure things run properly. 

And let’s suppose you already 
have window coverings and, 
well, they’re dusty or soiled, be-
cause that’s just how things go. 
You could replace them to the 
tune of hundreds of dollars, or 
you can let Blinds by Design do 
the dirty work for you. The trio 
has been certified in Ultrasonic 
cleaning of shades and blinds for 
a couple of years. Bring soiled 
or dusty shades to them, and 

they’ll be properly cleaned. No 
small feat in this day and age 
of keeping our homes “green” 
and healthy, especially if you 
have a new baby or suffer from 
allergies. 

“It’s the only method for 
getting those blinds or shades 
germ-free,” Phillip says. 

Another plus? The McKinn-
is’ construct all the products 
in-shop for Louvolite motorized 
window blind company. Planning 
to get a recliner for Mother’s 
Day? Use the remote control 
to move the blinds up or down 
without even getting up from 
your chair.  

Blinds by design is located 
at 9 Legion Memorial Drive, 
South China. Call 445-8001or visit 
blindsbydesign.us. Call for store 
hours.

Window treatments: an open and shut case

Mattson’s window treatment specialist Joyce Schoenthaler. When 
asked about what’s new for spring, she doesn’t hesitate. “Indoor 
shutters,” she says. “Everyone is asking for them.” 

Photos by Kate Cone
Blinds by Design in South China has always gone to the customer, 
toting hundreds of samples and assuring accuracy by doing the 
measuring themselves. Although they will still do that, by summer 
the business will have a new showroom so customers can see 
products in appropriate settings.
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One of the hidden dangers 
in many homes today is mold. 
In the fact sheet “Molds in the 
Environment,” the federal CDC 
reports that there may be up 
to 300,000 different species of 
mold that grow both indoors 
and outdoors. Some people 
are more sensitive than others 
to molds and that exposure 
can cause symptoms such as 
nasal stuffiness, eye irritation, 
wheezing, or skin irritation. 
Other people may have more 
severe reactions that can 
include fever and/or shortness 
of breath. Individuals with 
chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease may develop lung 
infections when exposed to 
certain molds.

One of the central Maine 
companies that removes mold 
is Advance 1 Cleaning Servic-
es. Established in 1987 by T.J. 
Bolduc, mold remediation is 
among several other services 
the firm provides. 

Bolduc said that whenever 
there’s mold present, there are 
moisture issues and if proper-
ty owners won’t address the 
moisture issues, his firm won’t 
remove the mold because it will 
just return. 

“They need to take care of the 
moisture problems,” Bolduc 
said.

In comparison to older homes 
which were often drafty, Bolduc 
said that many homes today 
are so airtight they retain mois-
ture. Also, he said, ice buildups 
on the roof and frozen pipes 
can also contribute to water 
damage in a home adding 
dampness. Attics and base-
ments are common places for 
mold to grow.

 The CDC recommends 
controlling mold growth in the 
home by controlling humidity 
levels, ventilating showers, 
and ventilating cooking areas. 
Humidity levels in the home 
should not be higher than 
50 percent.  The use of air 
conditioners and dehumidifi-
ers during humid months is 
recommended. Homes should 
also have adequate ventilation, 
including exhaust fans. 

If mold is already present, it 
should be removed and mois-
ture issues be corrected. 

In addition, the CDC suggests 
that homeowners add mold 

inhibitors to paints before 
application, clean bathrooms 
with mold killing products, 
and avoid the use of carpets in 
bathrooms and basements.  

For parents who are con-
cerned that their children 
are being exposed to molds 
in school, CDC recommends 
contacting the school’s admin-
istrative officials and/or the 
local school board to express 
concern and ask that mold be 
removed. 

Parents should ask advice 
from their child’s physician. 
Recent studies suggest a 
potential link between early 
exposure to mold and the de-
velopment of asthma in some 

children, according to the CDC 
report.

Other services provided 
by Advance1 include carpet 
cleaning, repair and reinstal-
lation, upholstery and fabric 
cleaning, applied structural 
drying, and janitorial services 
for properties located within a 
two-hour radius of Waterville 
and Augusta. 

The hours of operation for 
Advance 1 are 7:30-4:30 p.m.  
Monday-Friday but the busi-
ness can also provide 24-hour 
emergency services. To access 
their services call 873-1241 or 
(800) 564-1241.Information is 
also available on the website 
advance1clean.com.

Hidden danger in your home 

can seriously affect health

Contributed photos
One of the central Maine companies that removes mold is Advance 1 
Cleaning Services. Other services provided by Advance1 include car-
pet cleaning, repair and reinstallation, upholstery and fabric cleaning, 
applied structural drying, and janitorial services for properties located 
within a two-hour radius of Waterville and Augusta. 

Before and after pictures of mold removal jobs from Advance 1 
Cleaning Services.
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During the spring, summer and 
fall seasons, farmers and gar-
deners rush to get their flowers, 
vegetable seedlings, vines and 
shrubs into the soil, but they may 
be blissfully unaware that the 
most important ingredient for 
success is under their feet. The 
soil.

Local landscapers and green-
houses can offer plenty of expert 
advice on soil amendments, 
fertilizers and testing equipment. 
Amendments, including lime, 
gypsum, sulfur and peat moss, 
build the soil and break down 
naturally to balance a clay or 
sandy soil and make it easier to 
work with. Fertilizers contain 
essential elements beyond the 
carbon, hydrogen, and oxygen in 
air and water. Nutrient deficien-
cies can stop or slow plants from 
producing colorful and abundant 
blooms, and nutritious fruits and 
vegetables. 

In Manchester, Longfellow’s 
Greenhouses carries soil 
amendments, fertilizers, potting 
mixes, and organic seed starter 
mixes, which ensure better and 
healthier plant growth both in 
containers and gardens. They 
also carry topsoil for building 
the base layer of raised beds, 
smoothing lawn rough spots or 
for filling holes. Several of these 
products are made in Maine from 
worm castings, peat moss, kelp 
and alfalfa meal.  

Longfellow’s now carries a 
new seed starting mix recently 
introduced by Coast of Maine 
called Sprout Island Organic 
Seed Starter, as well as Espoma 
Organic Seed Starting Mix. Both 
are specially formulated to grow 
seedlings and cuttings to have 
strong root growth and efficient 
nutrient and water uptake that 
will produce larger plants with 
more blooms. 
“We carry soil and soil amend-
ments from Coast of Maine, 
Fox Farm, Espoma and similar 
high-quality products,” said Scott 
Longfellow. “Whether our cus-
tomers are looking for organic or 
traditional amendments, we help 
them find the right products to 
make their garden a success.”

The Coast of Maine’s Quoddy 
Blend lobster and peat compost 
contains lots of calcium and 
other ingredients that are great 
for healthy plant growth. With 21 
greenhouses Containing 40,000 

geraniums, 15,000 flowering 
hanging baskets and 75,000 
perennials, Longfellow said they 
know that a healthy soil is critical.  
“Since we stock over 600 varieties 
of perennials and 400 varieties of 
trees, shrubs, and vines, we have 
learned that we can’t skimp on 
soil quality,” he said. 

Visit Longfellow’s in Manches-
ter, call 622-5965 or visit longfel-
lowsgreenhouses.com.  
Campbell’s Madison, Winslow, 
Skowhegan and Farmingdale 
stores also carry a variety of 
products for the avid and envi-
ronmentally- conscious gardener, 
no matter what size garden they 
have or plan to have. Products at 
any Campbell’s store are tailored 
for a variety of seedlings and es-
tablished gardens. Espoma’s Soil 
Acidifier can turn hydrangeas 
blue and make blueberries their 
juiciest and tastiest. Acid-loving 
plants like rhododendrons need 
a lower pH of soils for optimum 
growth. The Espoma seed start-
ing mix is specially formulated to 
grow seedlings and cuttings that 
have strong root growth as well 
as efficient nutrient and water 
uptake that will produce larger 
plants with more blooms. 
Espoma products are comprised 
of 100 percent natural and organ-
ic ingredient with no unnecessary 
ingredients. 

“We carry several varieties that 
are approved for organic garden-
ing,” said operations manager 
John Smith. “They are pure, 
premium products, without any 
fillers or sludges.

Compost starters are formu-
lated to accelerate the process 
of home composting materials, 
including manure, grass, leaves 

and food waste. Starter formulas 
contains microbes especially cul-
tured to speed the decomposition 
of difficult-to-compost organic 
matter. 

MacKenzie’s Landscape Supply 
Center in Waterville started 34 
years ago, when Ken MacKen-
zie started mowing lawns with 
one pick-up truck and a push 
mower. Back then, he worked out 
of a shed at his parents’ house. 
Although he’s well-known for his 
landscaping success over these 
many years, he has scaled back 
operations in recent years to a 
retail center.

“In 2005 we opened our new 
location on the corner of the Au-
gusta Road and Carter Memorial 
Drive in Winslow,” he said. “Our 
10 acres gives us room to grow 
and add more to our product 
line.”

MacKenzie said he’s preparing 
to be open seven days a week dur-
ing his busy spring and summer 
season. His soil amendments and 
fertilizers “come with plenty of 
free advice all day long.” He gets 
compost from the Hawkridge 
Compost Facility in Unity, and he 
carries many of the familiar prod-
uct lines that keep gardens and 
lawns nourished and vibrant.

“We have a custom mix that 
we sell that’s especially good for 
planting shrubs or bushes or 
trees,” he said. “We always used 
it when we did landscaping, so 
I know it’s guaranteed to be a 
recipe for success.”

For more information about 
Mackenzie’s Landscape Supply 
Center, visit mackenzielandscap-
ing.com, call 873-1621or email 
info@mackenzielandscaping.
com.  

Start with the best soil 

to succeed with gardening
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Growing seedlings in your 
own home can be a fun pro-
ject and a great way to save 
money. It’s much less expen-
sive to plant seeds that yield 
multiple plants rather than 
purchase individual plants. 
Gardeners can also plant the 
exact type of seedlings they 
want so they can grow a wid-
er variety of plants. 

Many seeds won’t sprout 
in soil that’s cold so starting 
plants indoors allows growers 
to get a jump start so that 
plants are ready in time for 
spring planting.

The University of Maine 
Cooperative Extension Ser-
vices reports in their bulletin 
“Starting Seeds at Home,” 
that using transplants, in-
stead of planting seeds direct-
ly in the ground, is especially 
important for plants that take 
longer to mature such as 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplants, 
and melons. It may be possi-
ble to start enjoying flowers 
and harvesting vegetables 
four to six weeks earlier by 
starting plants indoors.

Planting mediums
The Extension service 

recommends planting seeds 
in fine-textured soils mix with 
no fertilizer, such as equal 
parts peat moss and vermic-
ulite or perlite. Using soil 
from a home garden is not 
recommended because it may 
contain weeds or disease. 
Also soil tends “to compact, 
dry out, and crust over too 
quickly for fragile seedlings.” 
Transplant seedlings into a 
slightly larger container with 
a coarser seedling-growing 
mix once seedlings have 
emerged and developed one 
or two sets of true leaves.

Customer service repre-
sentive Bernadette Heyse, 
an employee at Johnny’s 
Selected Seeds in Winslow 
recently gave a talk on start-
ing seedling at the Winslow 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment. She recommends using 
Johnny’s 512 mix for starting 
seedlings. The mix is made 
from a screened blend of 
sphagnum (brown) and sedge 
(black) peat mosses, compost, 
and perlite. This mix doesn’t 
require frequent watering. 

Heyse said that the soil needs 
to be warm for germinating 
tomato seeds.

“The temperature of the soil 
should be between 75 and 90 
degrees,” she said.

Heyse also recommends 
using Johnny’s Hydrofarm 
Seedling Heat Mat beneath 
seedling flats to provide 
bottom heat. The waterproof 
mats are designed to warm 
seed flats for improved 
germination. Seed starting 
supplies can also be accessed 
on the website

johnnyseeds.com/tools-sup-
plies/seed-starting-supplies/.

Containers
Heron Breen, trial and 

quality control coordinator at 
Fedco Seeds said that every 
gardener has their own meth-
ods. He said that he recom-
mends using 36-50 cell trays 
for planting seeds. He said 
that many people attempt to 
fit a lot of seed into a very 
small space. The 36-50 cell 
trays are large enough that 
it’s not necessary to pot up 
seedlings as they grow larger. 
That’s a good thing because 
there’s always the danger 
that some seedlings may get 
damaged when transplanting 
to another pot. Smaller 72 cell 
trays can be used for planting 
lettuce or Swiss chard which 
won’t need to be transplanted 
to a larger pot.

When to plant seeds
The timing for planting 

seeds will depend upon how 
long the seedlings need to 
be large enough to be trans-

planted into the garden. The 
amount of time that it takes 
for seedlings to mature is 
usually indicated on the seed 
package. The extension ser-
vice recommends counting 
back the number of weeks 
indicated on the package 
from the last spring frost date 
for the area which in Maine is 
often late May or early June. 

Heyse said that one thing 
that she’s learned from 
working at Johnny’s Select-
ed Seeds is to not start your 
tomato seedlings too early 
because they will become 
leggy and root –bound. 

“I now start my tomato 
seedlings no more than 5 
weeks before transplanting 
outdoors in the garden,” said 
Heyse.

How to plant seeds indoors
When ready to plant seeds, 

the Extension recommends 
filling containers with moist 
growing medium and gently 
pressing seeds onto the sur-
face. Next, cover the seeds 
with a layer of growing medi-
um that’s 1 1/2 times as deep 
as the seed’s diameter unless 
instructed otherwise on the 
package. Label the contain-
ers with the name of the item 
planted and he date.

The Extension advises that 
only fresh seed from a reli-
able source should be used. 
Last year’s seed should only 
be used if it has been stored 
in a cool, dry place.

Growing your own seedlings

can be fun and it saves money

More SEEDLINGS, Page 7

Photo courtesy of Fedco Seeds
Heron Breen, trial and quality control coordinator at Fedco Seeds, 
said to be sure that all frost is past before planting. He recom-
mends using a row cover such as Agribon (pictured) to protect the 
seedlings from too-strong sunlight, wind and beetles. Agribon can 
be accessed through the Fedco website fedcoseeds.com.

207-320-1801
www.mainepowerwashpros.com

$50OFF
Call us today to receive

Not to be combined with any other offers.

BEFORE AFTER

Maine’s Preferred Choice for Professional 
House Washing

Rid your home of mold, mildew and dirt!
We use a soft wash and biodegradable products

FREE Estimates
Fully Insured

100% Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

DON’T LOOK AT THAT DIRTY 
HOUSE ANOTHER MINUTE!

AUGUSTA
TOOL RENTAL

Equipment and 
Tool Rentals for 
Contractors and

Home Owners
103 Leighton Road, 

Augusta

623-5200

T
C

103
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Growing seedlings
Once seeds are planted, mist 

them with water from a spray 
bottle. Then place pots in a 
seed tray, aluminum roasting 
pan, or any long rectangular 
pan. Cover with a clear dome 
or plastic wrap. Remove cov-
ering and move into daylight 
as soon as sprouts appear.

Gardening experts say 
seedlings require 14-16 hours 
day of light to prevent them 
from becoming leggy. Place 
them in a sunny, south-facing 
window or invest in some fluo-
rescent lights. Then water the 
seedling trays and wait until 
they’re almost dry before wa-
tering again. Don’t overwater.

Planting 
seedlings outdoors

When seedlings are ready 
to plant outdoors, Fedco’s 
Breen said that he usually 
watches the weather reports 
and waits for a couple of 
cool, cloudy days to plant. He 
said that a lot of farms are 
forced to use irrigation or 
drip watering because they 
can’t always wait for a cloudy 
day but home gardeners can 
be more selective. He said to 
be sure that all frost is past 
and he recommends using a 
row cover such as Agribon 
to protect the seedlings from 
too strong sunlight, wind 
and beetles. Agribon can be 
accessed through the Fedco 
website fedcoseeds.com.

“It’s like creating a micro-en-
vironment,” said Breen.

Seedlings

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

“I now start my tomato seedlings no more than 5 
weeks before transplanting outdoors in the gar-
den,”

CuSTOMEr SErVICE rEprESENTIVE BErNADETTE hEySE, 

AN EMplOyEE AT JOhNNy’S SElECTED SEEDS IN wINSlOw

Photo courtesy of Johnny’s Seeds 
Seedlings growing on heat mat at Johnny’s Selected Seeds. The waterproof mats are designed to 
warm seed flats for improved germination. Seed starting supplies can also be accessed on the website
johnnyseeds.com/tools-supplies/seed-starting-supplies.

SHOP LOCAL. SHOP CAMPBELL’S.

YOUR #GOTOCREW 

HAS YOU COVERED WITH    

ALL YOUR LAWN &  
GARDEN NEEDS!

CampbellsTrueValue.com

Madison • Skowhegan   
Winslow • Farmingdale

Find us on Facebook at:
Campbell’s True Value
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By VAlErIE TuCKEr
Correspondent

When warmer weather 
arrives, homeowners may take 
a long look at the outside of the 
house and decide this is the 
year to paint it. That ugly mold, 
flaking paint and overall grub-
by exterior needs to acquire 
some curb appeal.

Clean siding alone could add 
significantly to the home’s 
value, too, according to Brian 
Condon, co-owner of Augus-
ta-based Maine Power Wash 
Pros. 

“My business partner Mike 
Morin and I have been serving 
central, mid-coast and south-
ern Maine, and now we’re 
doing work for folks in New 
Hampshire” he said. “We really 
have grown by delivering ex-
pert performance and creating 
happy customers.”

Condon said the Maine Power 
Wash Pros team has years of 
experience with exterior clean-
ing of residential and  commer-
cial properties. A third of their 
customers have clapboards or 
cement board siding, and two 
thirds have vinyl siding. They 
have faced many challenging 
cleaning jobs and regularly 
receive thank-you notes and 
emails about the quality of 
work they do. 

Condon said realtors tell him 

that washing the exterior is the 
most affordable way make the 
best first impression on their 
buyers. The National Associa-
tion of Realtors agrees, citing 
their research that shows a 
freshly washed home can add 
thousands of dollars of value 
to the sale price. Stains and 
mildew that make a home look 
unattractive can prevent a 
prospective home buyer from 
putting in an offer, according to 
their data. 

“Even if the seller doesn’t 
want to go to the expense of 
painting the house, a thorough 

power wash increases the 
overall value,” Condon said. 
“There’s nothing like sparkling 
siding and a clean roof, decks 
and gutters, to show any poten-
tial buyer that the owner cares 
about the property.” 

Maine Power Wash Pros uses 
a soft-wash system, so not to 
apply a great deal of pressure 
to vinyl and wood siding. Each 
project is custom-tailored to 
the condition of the surface 
and the problems that might 
lie underneath. For those with 

Power washing a home can add 

value and make a great impression

More POWER WASH, Page 9

Maine Power Wash Pros photos
Before and after photos show what a difference power washing a home can make. 

Serving Midcoast Maine with Quality, 
Integrity, and Excellence

General Contractor
New Construction

Remodeling
Repairs

Fully Insured

30 Commercial Street, 2nd Floor
Rockport, ME 04856 • 207-596-5588

www.NLCmaine.com

Please call Jeff
to discuss what 

we can build for you!

Flowerland & Greenhouses
Hours: Mon. Sat. 8-5 • Sun. 9-5

Visit us at www.sunsetgreenhouses.com
Ridge Road, Fairfi eld

453-6036

Beautiful Hanging 
Baskets

for Mother’s Day!
or Choose

a Gift Certifi cate

Pansies are in Bloom!

Are you ready to
add color to your garden?

Bring Summer Into 
Your Backyard.

Let us Show 
You How!
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allergies, preventing a build-up 
of mold, mildew and algae can 
mean a healthier life for those 
inside. An older house may have 
dry rot problems that weaken 
siding and flaking paint offers 
another of challenge. 

Roofs are often overlooked, 
but they offer a different set 
of potential problems. Often 
mistaken as mold or mildew, the 
black discoloration and streaks 
visible on many roofs actually 
are algae. The surface discol-
oration starts as small spots 
that become streaks. By the 
time the algae is visible, it likely 
has been present for several 
months or longer.

Algae spores travel through 
the air, spreading from one roof-
top to another, often affecting 
an entire neighborhood. The 
same is true for apartment or 
condominium complexes. Moss 
tends to grow on north facing 
roof surfaces that receive less 
direct sunlight. Overhanging 
tree branches can also provide 
shade and drop debris on the 
roof. Unlike algae, moss can be 
detrimental to asphalt shingle 
performance. Moss can cause 
shingles to lift or curl, which 
increases the risk of shingles 
blowing off. Build-up can cause 
lateral water movement, which 
can cause interior leaks. Con-
don also strongly suggested 
keeping gutters clean to pro-
mote proper water drainage. 

Commercial buildings are as 
important as residential, he 
said, because owners and their 
tenants need to present their 
customers with a welcoming 
presence. 

“Walking into a business that 
has a sparkling exterior and 
clean entrance always makes 
a terrific first impression,” he 
said. 

Condon and Morin are 
extremely proud of their team 
members, who make the busi-
ness run smoothly. Training is a 
big deal, he said, and not having 
to train a new crew every sea-
son ensures that customers get 
top quality work. “These team 
members are really important 
to us, and I can’t stress that 
enough” Condon said. “Our 
office manager has been with 
us three years now, and all our 
crew is returning for their sec-
ond and third season.”

For more information about 
Maine Power Wash Pros’ 
services, visit mainepower-
washpros.com or their Face-
book page or call 320-1801 or 
320-1848.

Power Wash

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Maine Power Wash Pros photos
Decks and roofs are often overlooked, but they offer a different set 
of potential problems.

Paving the way
to a more 

beautiful home
Local Contractor

Paving
Concrete
Driveways
Walkways

Patios • Walls
Sealcoating • Curbs

Courtyards
Parking Lots

Repairs
Replacements

3109 N. Belfast Ave. • Augusta, ME 04330
1-866-495-PAVE • (207) 622-3444

DAVIS PAVING

Central Maine Soft Wash photo
Central Maine Soft Wash also does residential and commercial 
cleaning.

Directions: From the new Augusta Connector Exit 113 go 4 miles north on
Rt. 201 Riverside Drive - take next right after C&S Market (Stevens Rd.)

From Waterville, 1 mile after Mainely Gymnastics. 
On Rt. 201 South take left (Stevens Rd.) Cash or Check Only

Hope to see you soon,

It’s a great time to plan and 
plant your containers. Take 

advantage of our April Sale 
while enjoying some serious

eye candy.

Greenhouses
45 Stevens Road, Augusta

Open Daily 9-5 • Tel. 622-3927
45 Stevens Road Augusta

Greenhouses
45 Stevens Road Augusta
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By VAlErIE TuCKEr
Correspondent

More than half the homes 
in Maine get drinking water 
from private, residential wells. 
A recent study conducted by 
Columbia University and the 
University of New Hampshire 
gathered data about levels 
of arsenic, uranium, fluoride, 
and other contaminants from 
thousands of tests of private 
well water. The results were 
worrisome. Many wells showed 
higher than expected levels of 
unsafe contaminants. 

The Augusta Fuel Company 
has an expert team that guides 
property owners through the 
initial analysis and solutions 
needed if contaminants are 
found. Within a service area 
that primarily includes Ken-
nebec, Somerset, Knox, Oxford 
and Sagadahoc Counties, the 
company installs a variety of 
Water Right filtering and puri-
fication systems to ensure safe 
water for household use. The 
company can purge bacteria 
from a well and install a UV 
germicidal lamp to stop future 
bacteria growth from coming 
through the home’s system. 
To remove arsenic and other 
contaminants, AFC will install 
reverse osmosis systems and 
other types of high quality 
filtering systems.  

“Well water can become con-
taminated at any time without 
anybody knowing it,” said Sean 
McCormick, AFC’s project es-
timator. “Only through testing 
can owners be sure they have 
safe water.”

 Maine’s Division of Envi-
ronmental Health authorities 
recommend private wells be 
tested at least once a year to 
ensure the continued safety 
of the water.  Property owners 
should test residential well 
water once a year for bacteria 
and nitrates and every three to 
five years for arsenic, fluoride, 
uranium, radon, lead, and 
manganese. 

“For property owners who 
have never tested their well 
water, we recommend doing a 
comprehensive test,” he said. 

Besides the regular tests, res-
idents should test a well if the 
well water changes in smell, 
taste, and color; if the well runs 
dry and comes back; when buy-
ing a new home; after installing 
a water treatment system or 

replacing parts of the system; 
if a woman who will be drinking 
the water is pregnant and after 
any work is done on the well.

Augusta Fuel Company also 
installs energy efficient heat 
pumps. Despite their name, 
heat pumps do a lot more than 
heating. They also provide 
air conditioning and humidity 

control. During the heating 
season, a heat pump moves 
heat from the cool outdoors 
into the home. In the warmer 
weather, a heat pump transfers 
heat from the living space to 
the outdoors. These pumps 
move heat rather than creating 
it, so they can heat and cool 
less expensively than furnaces 

and central air conditioners. 
Heat pumps have an indoor 
unit, or air handler and an 
outdoor unit, or heat pump. A 
refrigerant, which circulates 
between the two units through 
tubing, absorbs and releases 
heat as it moves back and 
forth. New technology air-
source heat pumps can reduce 
heating costs by about 50 per-
cent over electric furnaces and 
baseboard heaters, McCormick 
said. 

“They also dehumidify better 
than standard central (win-
dow) air conditioners, so your 
home will be more comfortable 
in warmer, muggier months 
that we have more often than 
we want each summer,” he 
said.

These mini-split heat 
pump systems don’t require 
ductwork, so they are practical 
for single-room additions or 
for homes without ducts. They 
also avoid the energy losses 
associated with ductwork, 
which can lose a third of a 
home’s energy before it gets to 

the living spaces. The cost of 
installing a split-ductless heat 
pump with multiple indoor 
units can be higher than other 
systems, but federal and other 
incentives can defray the initial 
installation cost.

AFC also offers a Home Com-
fort Agreement for their air 
conditioning and heat pumps 
that includes a 10 percent 
discount on repairs up to $200 
each year. They provide prior-
ity same-day service for emer-
gencies, cleaning, washing and 
testing of equipment under the 
agreement, including wiring, 
filters, drains and pumps.  The 
company also installs and ser-
vices high-quality water heat-
ers, boilers, furnaces, storage 
tanks, swimming pool heaters, 
programmable thermostats 
and other energy-efficient 
systems. 

For additional information 
about the company, its history, 
service areas, products and 
estimates, visit Augusta Fuel 
Company at afccomfort.com or 
call 623-3851 or (800)480-2326. 

Contaminants from arsenic to 

bacteria can silently invade a well

“well water can become contaminated at any time 
without anybody knowing it. Only through testing 
can owners be sure they have safe water.”

SEAN MCCOrMICK, prOJECT ESTIMATOr

AuguSTA FuEl COMpANy

255 US Hwy 202 • Leeds, ME 04263
933-4976 • 946-7767

W W W. D O I TAT R E G G I E S. C O M

Can-Am
Husqvarna
Kawasaki

Palm Beach
Sea-Doo
Ski-Doo

PARTS
ACCESSORIES

NEW
PRE-OWNED

SERVICES

SPRING FLING PRICE

$1399

Riding Lawn Mower

YTA18542

• 2 Year Warranty
• Briggs & Stratton Engine
• 18.5 HP  • 42” Cut

ONLY
2

LEFT

SPRING SPECIAL!

873-1241
TOLL FREE

1-800-564-1241

Deep Steam from a Van!

3M
Scotchguard

Available

3 Rooms $135

Max. 600 sq. ft. Residential Only
Limit 1 Coupon Per Customer

Travel charges may apply.
Expires 5/31/17

CARPET CLEANING
www.advance1clean.com

Serving the
Central Maine

area for the
last 30 years
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Replacing old windows 
is often a worthwhile in-
vestment for homeowners. 
Energy-efficient windows can 
prevent heating and cooling 
loss and keep homes more 
comfortable throughout the 
year. Such windows also can 
improve a home's resale val-
ue, proving a good return on 
investment for homeowners 
who want to upgrade their 
homes before putting them 
on the market. 

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Energy, home-
owners might find it more 
cost-effective to replace very 
old and/or inefficient win-
dows to improve their energy 
efficiency. Such an upgrade 
can save homeowners sub-
stantial amounts of money on 
heating and cooling costs.

Window replacement 
projects can be costly, so it 
pays to get the job right the 
first time. Before beginning a 
window replacement project, 
homeowners should research 
which windows will meet 
their specific needs, learn-
ing the subtleties between 
finishes and features, as well 
as comparing prices for the 
windows and installation.

Choose the right 
time of year

The best time of year to 
plan window replacement 
is when the weather will be 
warm, ideally in the spring 
or early summer. However, 
homeowners do not want 
conditions to be too warm, 
as each room where new 
windows will be installed 
will temporarily be exposed 
to the elements. Further-
more, caulk adheres better 
in warmer weather and will 
dispense easily.

Consider available features
When replacing windows, 

homeowners may want to 
install the same style win-
dows they currently have. 
But the problems that led to 
the need to replace windows 
may still exist even when 
new windows are installed. 
When replacing windows, 
consider energy perfor-
mance ratings based on the 
locations of the windows in 
the house. To make sure they 
make the most educated 
decision, homeowners can in-
vestigate the solar heat gain 
coefficient, U-factor, visible 
transmittance and light-to-
solar gain. Explanations of 
these ratings are available at 
Energy.gov.

Don't ignore 
maintenance needs

Maintenance costs involved 
with cleaning, repairs and 
painting can add up. When 
shopping for windows, con-
sider the amount of mainte-
nance they will need. Wood-
framed windows may require 
more upkeep than aluminum, 
fiberglass or vinyl. Also, 
consider if certain window 
types, such as double-hung 
windows, casement windows, 
awning windows, or slider 
windows, would be practical.

Keep home style in mind
A poor match between 

windows and the style of the 
home can produce unwanted 
changes in the appearance of 
the home. Replacement win-
dows should match the style 

and appearance desired.

Expect minimal 
disruption

When homeowners hire 
professionals who are good 
at their craft, window re-
placement projects should 
not be a terrible inconven-
ience. According to American 
Window Products, Inc., sea-
soned professionals will be 
able to complete a replace-
ment window upgrade in a 
short amount of time depend-
ing on the size of the home 
and the number of windows 
being replaced.

Replacing windows can be 
a costly task, but one that 
will provide a more energy 
efficient home that can help 
homeowners save money in 
the long run.  

How to find the right replacement windows

Replacement windows can be a smart investment in comfort and 
design appeal of a home.

CENTRAL MAINE EQUIPMENT
56 GARLAND ROAD, WINSLOW, ME  4901

207-873-4945

EXCEPTIONAL
FINANCING

OPTIONS
AVAILABLE¹

Why would anyone 
bank anywhere else?

FranklinSavings.Bank 800-287-0752

Farmington - Skowhegan - Rangeley - Wilton - Jay - River Valley

Building
your own
home?

Franklin Savings Bank 
has a great Construction 
Loan program for qualified 
self-contractors. 

Ask about our Construction Loan 
Kit and find out if now’s the time 
to make those dreams a reality.

Single Closing Costs: 
Instead of two loans and 
two sets of closing costs, we 
consolidate the Construction 
and Mortgage Loans into one 
package and that saves you 
money.
Flexible Terms: Ask your 
lender for details



Mon. - Fri. 7:30 - 5:30
Sat. 8-5, Sun. 9-3
Tel: 474-3449
Fax: 474-0207

125 Waterville Road
Skowhegan, Maine

www.quinnhardware.com

Hardware
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Painting is one of the easiest and 
least expensive ways to transform 
the look of a space. Paint colors can 
dramatically change the mood and the 
design of a home. And depending on 
a homeowner’s goals, paint can make 
a statement or blend into the back-
ground. 

Many people are now looking to bold 
colors to make spaces stand out. But 
choosing a paint color can be challeng-
ing. Homeowners looking to update 
walls and complement decor may want 
to look at some of the more impactful 
colors that Pantone indicates will be 
popular for the 2017 season. Prim-
rose  Yellow, Lapis Blue, Flame, Pink 
Yarrow, and Greenery are some of the 
more eye-catching selections. Once 
colors are selected, consider these 
guidelines for using bolder colors in 
room designs.

• Decide how big an impact you 
want to make. Are you looking for 
color overload or just a small focal 
point of vivid color? Remember, using 
bold color doesn’t mean every wall 
must be lathered in that hue. Instead, 
select one wall to serve as an accent 
point and use that spot as your bold 
color display. Otherwise, rely on bold 
colors to dress up otherwise mundane 
areas, such as the back wall of a cup-
board or moldings and trim. 

• Try bold in a small space. Many 
people are surprised at how well bold 
colors work in small spaces. Powder 
rooms can be an ideal spot to experi-
ment with paint colors. Try deep colors 
that can make the area seem intimate 
and even exotic. Dark, bold hues can be 
toned down by different accents, such 
as neutral colored fixtures and towels.

• Go bold in the kitchen. Incorpo-
rate a splash of color in the kitchen 
without going overboard. Try an 
appliance or design fixture in a bright 
shade. Or paint the inside of the cabi-
nets in your favorite color and install 
glass inserts in the cabinet doors so 
that everyone gets a peek of the color 

beyond. A neutral kitchen also can be 
brightened up with the use of silver-
ware, dishes, pots and pans, and other 
kitchen items featured in bold hues.

• Stick to boldness on interchange-
able items. Those who like to experi-
ment with color may find that they like 
to switch out the colors now and again. 
Instead of having to repaint every few 
months, use decorative items in bright 
shades to make swapping out color 
that much easier. For example, replace 
area rugs, throw pillows and draperies. 
Paint over terra cotta flower pots when 
the mood strikes. 

• Establish balance. Rely on neutral 
furniture, rugs, moldings and base-
boards if you decide to take bold colors 
up a notch. This will help create a 
sense of balance in the room.

Painting is a fun way to experiment 
with color. Many homeowners are not 
hesitant to use bold shades of color 
when they learn the right techniques. 
And because paint is an inexpensive 
option for making over a room, home-
owners who find they do not like a 
particular color can easily paint over it 
with a new color.

Create drama with bold paint colors 

Come explore the biggest little garden 
center you never knew was here!

144 Madison Ave., Skowhegan

www.boyntonsgreenhouses.com 

207-474-2892

5 greenhouses full of incredible 
annuals, vegetables, herbs, 

hanging baskets and planters and a 
fantastic selection of perennials.

Spring 
on the road

Service Directory

Windshields Repaired 
or Replaced

153 College Ave • Waterville
873-2141

210 Madison Ave • Skowhegan
474-8438

If it’s glass... We do it! 622-1557

Kirkpatrick’s 
Service and Repair

Foreign Car 
Specialists

82 Cony Road, Augusta, Maine

RANDY’S 

474-7580 OR 1-800-474-7580 
Voted BEST AUTO REPAIR in Greater Skowhegan 17 Years Running!

ACROSS FROM MOTOR SUPPLY ~ 204 MADISON AVENUE, SKOWHEGAN

Transmission - Tires - Towing
Engine Rebuilding and Installation

Air Conditioning Service and Repair
Complete Under Car Care and Service

Computerized 2 and 4 - Wheel Alignment
Computer Diagnostics - State Inspections

Full Service 
Auto Repair, LLC

NOW 
DOING 

COLLISION 
REPAIR!
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$1,299$773

$499

May 15, 2017.

CENTURY POOLS
YOUR FULL SERVICE DISCOUNT POOL STORE

www.centurypools.net

58 Church Street, Oakland • 465-3475
MON.-FRI. 8-5, SAT. 8-2, SUN. 9-1

Above Ground Pools*

24’ ..................................$3,195
27’ ..................................$3,495

*Expert Installation available

OPENING 
KITS

Small ..........$20.95
Large ..........$29.95

CHLORINE
25 Lb. Granular........................... $59.95
100 Lb. Granular .......................$164.95
12 Pack Shock ............................ $29.95
25 Lb. DE.................................... $14.95

Pool and Patio



BLINDS ON SALE
Give your windows a new fresh look!

Horizontal Blinds
Vertical Blinds
Roller Shades

Shutters
Honey Comb Shades

Roman Shades
Sheers & Shadings

Woven Woods

Promo Period: April 1 – May 31, 2017

WE SELL & INSTALL WINDOW COVERINGS
UP TO

Call Today
Free Estimate

207-445-80019 Legion Memorial Drive
South China, Maine 04358

Audette’s Hardware
22 Peck Farm Road, Winthrop, ME 04364

www.audetteshardware.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30, Sat. 8-2

Visa, MasterCard, 
Discovery and American 

Express Honored at 
Participating Ace Stores
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By SuSAN VArNEy
Correspondent

Everyone needs a shed, barn 
or garage for tools, beasts, 
vehicles, seasonal furniture, 
crafts or fun stuff — a “man 
cave” or “she shed” or even a 
tiny house.

The possibilities are end-
less — playhouse, deluxe 
playhouse with porch, chick-
en coop, duck barn, potting 
shed, dog house, horse barn, 
hunting camp, bunkhouse, 
weekend retreat, gazebo, stor-
age shed, utility shed, a place 
to work on your motorcycle, 
snowmobile or antique car, all 
with flooring, roofing, window, 
door and siding options, as 
well as a choice of colors.

Nicholas Wentworth and his 
brother Zack of Wentworth 
Motors have a variety of Old 
Hickory Buildings ready for 
delivery but will take orders 
for a building customized to 
a customer’s needs. For sites 
with delivery problems there 
is a build-on-site plan.

Old Hickory Buildings are 
manufactured by Mennonite 

craftsmen in Cornish and 
Newport, Maine, one site in 
Massachusetts and a site 
in Canada. These sheds are 
sold in about a dozen towns 
in Maine and many are on 
display on College Avenue in 

Waterville. 
Buildings are covered with 

sturdy T1-11 pressure treat-
ed siding, LP Smart Panel, 
Duratemp or LP Dutch Lap. 
Other options include lofts, 
workbenches and shelves for 

the interior. For the exteri-
or a choice of windows and 
doors including house style 
doors, single and double barn 

doors and garage doors. For 
the roof there are options for 
29-gauge high quality metal in 
a choice of 5 standard colors 
or residential grade architec-
tural shingles available in four 
colors.

The buildings themselves 
are just the basics, a start-
ing place for your needs or 
desires; a shell to create what 
you can whether artistic or 
functional or both. Some use 
them for garden equipment 
and utensils, lawn mowers 
and snow blowers while 
others are used as escapes, 
for entertaining, art or craft 
studios or writing nooks, plac-
es to showcase collections or 
work on projects. 

Also in Waterville, Hill View 
Mini Barns are on display at 
the corner of Reservoir Street 
and College Avenue. Hill View 
also has Maine sites in Etna, 
Holden, Sabattus, and Lyman.  

Sheds come in all shapes and sizes 

and serve a variety of purposes

More SHEDS, Page 15

Susan Varney photos
Two Old Hickory Buildings at Wentworth Motors on College Avenue in Waterville loaded for delivery. 
One building is 10'x16'; the other 10'x12'.
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Hill View Mini Barns 
has many options of 
gazebos including vinyl 
or pressure treated 
sidings, square posts 
and spindles, architec-
tural shingles, cupola, 
screen package and 
composite floor. Other 
buildings come in a 
variety of colors and 
options. 

Far right, one of the 
many mini-barns on 
display at the Hill View 
Mini Barns site on Col-
lege Avenue, Waterville.

How about a board and batten 
chicken coop with a run, nest-
ing boxes with an outside door 
for egg collection, on wheels 
with wheel barrow handles for 
ease of moving the coop. Many 
styles and sizes available. 

The Waterville site has 
contact information as well 
as multi examples of sheds, 
barns, and gazebos with prices 
but no personnel on site. 

For more information call 
269-2800 or check hillviewmin-
ibarns.com.

In Augusta, All Season Home 
Improvement at 823 Church 
Hill Road offers additions, ren-
ovations, standing seam metal 
roofing, windows and siding, 
decks and porches, garages 
and detached buildings. 

Check them out at all-season.
com or give a call 626-3039.

There are many size and 
price options available in the 
area and it is always good to 
actually look at examples of 
buildings and materials used 
to be able to imagine uses that 
fit your needs.

Sheds

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

This 10'x12' “she 
shed” named Ye Old 
Treehouse overlooks 
the Kennebec and has 
comfy chairs, a sofa, 
electric fire place, 
books and movies, 
a paint-by-number 
collection of old paint-
ings, stuffed animals, 
cat toys, kitsch and 
collectables. A deck 
outside has chairs for 
hanging out watching 
the river and listening to 
the birds.

276 Whitten Road, Hallowell
Just past the new “Camden National Bank Ice Vault”

620-8888
www.mattsonsfl ooring.com

FLOORING CENTERFLOORING CENTER

Hardwood • Porcelain Tile 
Window Blinds • Carpets 

No-Wax Vinyls • Laminates
Wallpaper • Old Village Paint

All On Sale!

SALE
Spring

PlusCarpet & Vinyl Remnants
Bound Area Rugs

Jim Davis, Vivian Gaboury, Charles Stubenrod, Ashley Woods, 
Steve Goranson and Joyce Schoenthaler

Meet The Mattson’s Team:

Like
us on

Call
(207) 223-8820

wellman
paving.net

Residential Work
No driveway or parking area 
is too small or too big for us 
to pave. Once you have that 
nice, new asphalt, be sure 
to read our driveway tips 
page to make it last!

Commercial Work
Whether your commercial 
needs are simple, like a 
parking lot, or complex, 
like roadways, etc., 
we got you covered.

A Maine family-owned 
construction company

Full-service paving company with a wide range of experience and a long 
history of providing exceptional service, from small repairs and residential 

driveways to commercial construction and municipal projects.

89 Goshen 
Road

Winterport 
Maine
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By lINDA gErArD DErSIMONIAN
Correspondent

   
Most people think of gray 

squirrels as tenacious thieves 
who raid their bird feeders 
and interfere with their good 
intentions of feeding and 
watching birds in their yards. 
It frustrates them that squir-
rels possess the keen native 
intelligence to outsmart most 
anti-squirrel tactics they 
employ to bar them from their 
premises. 

Others, like me, in the mi-
nority, find some virtue in this 
creature who does what he 
needs to do to stay alive. 

On the outdoor stage, squir-
rels are vibrant characters in 
a silent nature film. They are 
nimble acrobats in a three-ring 
circus who perform death-defy-
ing feats for me to see through-
out the theater of the four 
seasons. They leap through the 
air like Spiderman springing 
from building to building, and 
careen across telephone wires 
like tightrope walkers.  

It’s when autumn’s dazzling 
colored leaves have grown old, 
and swirl down to mingle on 
the ground, that you can vividly 
see squirrels scampering up 
and down bare branches and 
tree trunks with their tails 
spread over their backs like 
parachutes.

When old man winter 
breathes snow and ice upon 
our spirits, observing wildlife 
is scarce, but squirrels stay 
on the stage. I peer out my 
windows eager to see them 
chasing each other up and 
down and around, crisscross-
ing towering trees that reach 
to the sky, like capricious 
children playing tag with wild 
abandon.  

I focus my eyes on one 
squirrel on a lofty limb and 
follow him — I worry that 
he will fall as he runs along 
unsteady, pencil-thin branches 
that sway in the wind; but his 
sharp claws never seem to fail 
him. He rockets from branch 
to branch, and sprints up and 
down the tree trunk like a well-
greased zipper. 

Squirrels are part of nature’s 
checks and balances. Yes, 
they steal seed out of bird 
feeders, pull up new plants, 
and eat bulbs from gardens, 
but they’re doing what comes 
naturally to them to survive. 
They prey upon nesting birds 
and their eggs, but cats, 

hawks, and owls prey on them.  
Occasionally, they may damage 
trees by chewing bark and 
branches, but since their two 
upper and two lower teeth 
continually keep on growing, 
they need to gnaw to keep their 
teeth filed down. Squirrels can 
hurt a tree’s new growth if they 
eat its buds and shoots, but on 
the other hand, if they overlook 
and don’t retrieve a seed or nut 
that they buried, it can germi-
nate into a seedling tree in the 
spring that helps replant our 

forests or adds to the natural 
landscape in our own yards. 

I’m grateful for the lovely old 
Oak and Maple trees in my 
neighborhood that perform 
many kind deeds, one being to 
provide a habitat for squirrels.  
Like curtains opening up at 
a play, I’m eager to watch, I 
anticipate seeing the daily 
show of squirrels in action as 
they go about their routines. If 
they packed up their nuts and 
took their act away, I’d surely 
miss them!

Let’s open our eyes to the 

virtues of squirrels

Alec Hartman Photography East Vassalboro, Maine

A Tradition of Quality SINCE 1997

WENTWORTH MOTORS INC.
219 College Ave., Waterville

207-872-6000
OldHickoryBuildings.com

Lofted
Barn
• Mennonite 

Craftsmanship
• Low cash prices
• Locally Built

Playhouse 
Package
• Mennonite 

Craftsmanship
• Rent to own 

prices as low 
as $74/month

• Locally Built

Side Porch 
Package
• Mennonite 

Craftsmanship
• No credit check
• Free delivery 

and set up

A style for every need

New Zero-Turn Tractor
Now you can have your lawn tractor
and your zero-turn too.
Toro’s innovative TimeCutter® SW
mowers are the perfect blend
of both. You get the controls
and side hill stability of a 
lawn tractor with the 
maneuverability and 
time savings of a 
zero-turn mower.
Model SW42000
#74784
24.5 HP, 42” Deck

NOW 
$3,099

with Optional 42 Months 0% Financing
Ask for details.

www.toro.com

SAVE
$200

TEAGUE DISTRIBUTORS
350 Upper Main St., Fairfield • 453-9363

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. 8-Noon
www.teaguedistributors.com

Over 50 Zero Turn 
Mowers In Stock

Count on it.
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Windows, doors, cabinets, fi xtures, paint, wallpaper, decks, roofi ng, 
landscaping, spring cleaning, additions, fl ooring . . . whatever your home 
improvement plans, you’ll fi nd everything you need at reasonable prices 

with these businesses. Stop in today!

Spring

To include your promotion on our monthly Home Improvement frame, call Crystal Jacques at 861-9293 or email cjacques@mainetoday.com

98 Palmer Road, Skowhegan, Maine • 474-8252 • www.hurricanecleaners.com

Carpet & Oriental Rug Cleaning • Tile & Grout Cleaning & Sealing
Natural Stone Cleaning & Sealing • Upholstery & Leather Cleaning

Scotchgard Treatment • Hard Surface Cleaning
Concrete Floors & Sidewalks • Odor Control • IICRC Certified

Voted “Best of the Best” Carpet Cleaning Company for Greater 
Skowhegan by Market Surveys of America for 10 years!

207-873-1241
24 Hour Emergency Service

CLEANING SERVICES
Smoke • Fire • Water • Mold Remediation

Carpet Cleaning • Janitorial Services Auburn • Bangor • Belgrade
Boothbay Habor • Brunswick • Damariscotta

Pemaquid • Portland • Skowhegan • Wilton

22 Pushard Lane
Gardiner

582-7500

North Belfast Ave.
Augusta

622-5025
We feature 

Fiberon Decking 
and Railings

See us for all your 
spring decking 

needs!

What’s Your
Reason To Call

All Season?

Metal Roofing
Home Additions
Kitchen & Bath 

Renovations
Siding & Windows
823 Church Hill Road, 

Augusta 
207-626-3039 

www.all-season.com

Like Us On
Facebook!

Trusted For
25 Years

STOVE SHOPPE
and chimney services

Rocky’s

Sales, service, and
installation of wood, pellet

and gas stoves
Harman • Jotul • Vermont
Castings • Lopi • Pacific

Energy • Fireplace Xtrodinarc
•  Town and Country •

Hearthstone • Traeger Pellet
Grills • Kamoda Joe

14 Brick and Mortar Drive
Exit 113

Augusta, Maine
207-622-3410

RockysStoves.com

Containerized Waste Disposal

207-872-8257 
1-800-549-8257

CENTRAL 
MAINE 

DISPOSAL

Commercial • Residential
Fully Insured • Bondable

P.O. Box 247 • 196 Old Point Ave., Madison
Phone: 696-3964 • Fax 696-0815

METAL 
ROOFS

623-3100

Carpet - Ceramic - Vinyl 
Laminate - Hardwood
Sales & Installation - Free Estimates

130 Mount Vernon Avenue, Augusta

B  b
The Plumber, Inc.

Plumbing & Heating
24-HOUR SERVICE

Furnance Cleaning $100
SIDNEY
547-4890

BELGRADE
495-2942
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Home improvement pro-
jects often involve remode-
ling. But homeowners can 
improve their homes without 
ever picking up a hammer. 
Upgrading a home's appli-
ances with products that are 
more eco-friendly can add 
value to a home and make the 
home more attractive to buy-
ers who want their homes to 
look good and pay dividends 
for the environment. 

The United States Depart-
ment of Energy says the 
average American family 
spends about $2,200 each 
year for energy costs, and 
large, inefficient appliances 
no doubt contribute heav-
ily to those expenditures. 
Appliances that are several 
years old, including refrig-
erators, washing machines, 
dryers, and even ovens, may 
no longer meet the stringent 
energy-saving specifications 
required of new items. That 
means such appliances are 
negatively affecting the en-
vironment and their owners' 
bottom lines. 

According to the Energy 
Star program, a refrigerator 
that is at least 15 years old 
may be consuming twice 
as much energy as a newer 
Energy Star-rated refrigera-
tor. Even though purchasing 
new appliances will require a 
financial commitment, such 
items may help save money 
while benefitting the environ-
ment at the same time.

Read the label
Familiarize yourself with 

the ÒEnergyGuideÓ label 
that appears on most ap-
pliances. This label gives 
consumers an idea as to how 
much it will cost to run the 
appliance, as well as how 
much energy the unit uses 
on average. Use this label to 
compare the different models 
you are considering. 

Choose appliances that are 
part of the Energy Star pro-
gram, which helps consum-
ers find products that reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions.

Downgrade to a small model
Large appliances tend to 

consume more energy than 
small appliances. Scaling 
down the size of the appli-
ance can reduce energy 
consumption. Empty nesters 
may no longer need a refrig-
erator capable of holding 
food for a family of four, while 
those who routinely dine out 
may find they don't get much 
use out of their larger refrig-
erator.

Look for rebate programs
Rebate and recycling pro-

grams can help reduce the 
initial cost of purchasing new 

appliances. The government 
may offer tax incentives to 
those people who purchase a 
new, energy-efficient models.

Think about future salability
Homeowners who do not 

intend to stay in their homes 
much longer may find energy 
efficient appliances make 
their homes more attractive 
to prospective buyers.

How to replace 

energy-hungry 

appliances

Energy efficient appliances can 
reduce homeowners' carbon 
footprints while also saving 
them considerable amounts 
of money over the life of the 
products.

Come shop at all 3 of 
our Clinton warehouses!

May 5th & 6th
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Call us at 426-9900 or
visit our website fedcoseeds.com

We invite you to

Join us at the Fedco Trees Warehouse!
Located at 213 Hinckley Road
Shop for Fruit Trees • Nut Trees
Shade Trees • Asparagus Crowns
Berry Bushes • Grape Vines • Lilacs
Hardy Roses • Ornamental Shrubs
Dahlias • Glads • Lilies • Peonies
Perennial Plants
Check out our greenhouse for
MOFGA-Certifi ed Organic Seedlings!
Join us at the Fedco Seeds
& Organic Growers
Supply Warehouses!
Located at 688 Bellsqueeze Road
Shop for Organic & Untreated
Vegetable, Herb &
Flower Seed
Seed Potatoes
Onion Sets
Wire Hoops • Row Covers • Soil Amendments 
• Fertilizers Potting Soil • Seed Starting Supplies 
• Cover Crop Seed Livestock Supplies • Books 
• Tools & so much more!North Belfast Ave., Augusta

622-5025
22 Pushard Lane, Gardiner

582-7500

• Doors
• Cabinets

• Windows
• Countertops
• Roofi ng

• Decks
• Siding

We have what you need this spring!

*ONE ENTRY PER CUSTOMER

Our Door Is Always Open
With New Ideas!



Advertising Supplement • Kennebec Journal • Morning Sentinel  _______________________________________________________Thursday, April 27, 2017   19

ASK A Local Realtor
We are in the market for you! 

PLOURDE
REAL ESTATE

143 Silver Street
Waterville, ME 04901

187 Madison Avenue, Skowhegan, ME 04976
hblodgett@AlliedRealty.net

www.AlliedRealty.net

Heather N. Blodgett
Sales Agent

Tel 207-474-9553
Cell 207-399-0412
Fax 207-474-2037

NASON REALTY, INC.

11 Bay Street, Winslow, ME 04901
Office: 207-873-2119
Cell: 207-314-0313
Fax: 866-472-7258
Jackie@C21Nason.com 
www.c21nason.com

Your Maine 
Real Estate 

Experts.

623-2100

www.allmainehomes.com
104 Water Street, Hallowell, ME 04347

Cell: 207-877-5666
Office: 207-873-2119

Fax: 207-873-6843
tracy@C21Nason.com 

NASON REALTY, INC.

Tracy Chadbourne
REALTOR®

Associate Broker

11 Bay Street
Winslow, ME 04901 04901

Toni Cristoforo
REALTOR® 
Associate Broker

Northeast Real Estate
20 Chaplin St.
Waterville, ME 04901
Cell: 207-458-7989/Fax 873-7500

DAY’SREAL
ESTATE

f

“The Waterfront Specialist”
262 Augusta Road, P.O. Box 284

Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918

207-495-3111
www.daysrealestate.com

daysrealestate@roadrunner.com
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ASK A Local Realtor

Pat Donahue
Broker

P.O. Box 221
221 Main Street

Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918
Cell: (207) 730-2331

Lakepoint
REAL ESTATE

915 US Route 2 East, Wilton, ME 04294
djoseph@AlliedRealty.net

www.AlliedRealty.net

Debbie Joseph
Sales Agent

Tel 207-778-9999
Cell 207-491-9179
Fax 207-778-2222

Lakepoint
REAL ESTATE

Dawn Klein

207-557-3077
207-495-3700

221 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918

STAGE TO ENHANCE YOUR LAKEHOME
 

• Clean shoreline
If you are selling your 

home

For further ways to stage your lake home....contact

Kirstin McQuillan
Quality Service Award Winner

Associate Broker/Realtor

11 Bay Street
Winslow, ME 04901

Email: Kirstin@C21Nason.com

KIM MOXEY
Broker

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

NASON REALTY, INC.
11 Bay Street, Winslow, Maine 04901

Cell: 207-242-2674
1st Place Century 21 Agent
Closed Units in Maine 2016
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Contact one of these local professionals for your real estate needs.

915 US Route 2 East, Wilton, ME 04294
jshaw@AlliedRealty.net

www.AlliedRealty.net

John Shaw
Broker

Tel 207-778-9999
Cell 207-491-9999
Fax 207-778-2222

187 Madison Avenue, Skowhegan, ME 04976
sturner@AlliedRealty.net

www.AlliedRealty.net

Sylvia Turner
Sales Agent

Tel 207-474-9553
Cell 207-431-2791
Fax 207-474-2037

Eileen St. Amand
REALTOR®

Northeast Real Estate
20 Chaplin St.
Waterville, ME 04901

“Good to Know!”

“Fast, Friendly, 
Honest Service”

HearthAndHomeRealty.com
email: 

abby@HearthAndHomeRealty.com

Abby 
Willette

Sales Agent

274 Main Street
Madison, ME 04950

Gail Rizzo
Broker

P.O. Box 221, 221 Main Street
Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918

Cell: (207) 242-8119

Lakepoint
REAL ESTATE

Stephanie Yeaton
Broker

P.O. Box 221
221 Main Street

Belgrade Lakes, ME 04918
Cell: (207) 592-5577

Lakepoint
REAL ESTATE

Tom Munson - Mainely Real Estate
453-8000 • tom@mainely-realestate.com

Home buyer! Get in and 
get money back*!

You have been looking at homes online! When 
you want to look at actual homes, 

I want to be the Realtor that gets you in.
I rebate 20% of my buyers side commission 

back to my buyer clients at closing.

*Terms of Offer: 20% rebate of buyers side residential commission received at closing by Mainely Real Estate given to 
buyer clients with buyers broker agreement and financing prequalification for agreements.

Office: 207-873-2119
Cell: 207-861-1144
Fax: 207-873-6843

Barton@C21Nason.com 

NASON REALTY, INC.

Bart Stevens
Broker/Owner

11 Bay Street
Winslow, ME 04901 04901
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HOME SERVICE
PROVIDERS

Contact one of these 
service providers for help 
with your spring projects!

Free Estimates

www.cameronpavinginc.com

Cameron 
Paving

INC.

207-322-1230

Central Maine Soft Wash

Call 207.453.2456 for a FREE Estimate

Your Local House or Business Washing Solution!

Licensed and Insured

Curb appeal, quality and 
long-term benefits…Central 

Maine Soft Wash service 
is a package deal! 

We’re proud to make your 
home or business look like 
new again, and we’re proud 

to do it safely 
and effectively. 

• Safest way to clean your home or business
• Eliminates seal breakage and glass fogging
• Keeps water out from where it shouldn’t be
• Simple and effective

Soft Wash Protects Your Home and Business

Environmentally
Friendly!

Before After

THE Basement, Attic, Garage
& Apartment

Cleanouts

Boat, Vehicle & 
Camper 

(207) 450-5858  •  www.thedumpguy.com    Fully Insured

JUNK
REMOVAL

EXTERIOR WASHING
of MAINEhouses - garages - camps

roofing - siding - fences - patios - and more
Complete Residential Washing

242-9319
algae-mold-moss-lichen removal

Grass Eaters 
Lawn Care

& Maintenance
Bruce Salsbury JR.

Owner

171 College Ave.
Waterville, ME 04901

Grasseaterslawncare@ymail.com

(207) 314-8754 Cell

207-314-7525

PARKING LOTS - DRIVEWAYS
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

FREE ESTIMATES

www.kennebecelectric.com
kennebecelectric@gmail.com

DAVID & CHERRY JOHNSON
3 Seavey Street

Waterville, ME 04901
Phone 207-861-7028 Cell 207-313-2167

Jeffrey S. Campbell
Campbell Property Inspections
Owner/Inspector

(207) 441-9802 Work
jeff@maineshomeinspector.com
20 Yeaton Lane
Pittston, ME 04345

www.MainesHomeInspector.com

“Maine’s
Home Inspector”
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Maine
   Remodeling

Plan Better • Build Better • Live Better
Phil Pelletier • (207) 431-2613

Phil@MaineRemodeling.com www.MaineRemodeling.com

Moss ~ Black Mold ~ Lichen

Gary A. Craig Sr.
Contact us today! 207-409-3258
www.RoofCleaningSolutions.me

Safe ~ Eco-Friendly Treatments & Cleaning
Restoring Asphalt/Cedar Shingles, Siding & Decking

Protect the Life and Beauty of your Home!

Niftylift  Benefits:
•No stepping on roof

•70’ up, 40’ out
•Turf tires to protect 

your lawnFree Quotes • Insured • References

“The Niftylift”

207-613-5656

ENVIRO FRIENDLY TICK & MOSQUITO CONTROL

Protect your children and pets from:
mosquitobanditos-maine.com

Zika & West Nile Virus
Encephalitis

Heart Worms
Anaplasmosis

Lyme Disease
Black Flies

Ticks
Mosquitos

K.A.C.W.
KENNEBEC AUTO CAR WASH

√ 4 bays of self-serve car wash
√ New lighting inside and out
√ We now accept credit cards in all
 the bays and the vacuums -
 allowing for continuous use

√ Bays accept quarters and dollar
 coins
√ We have the first and only under
 car wash system, which is our
 new and biggest upgrade

Kennebec Auto Car Wash at Kennebec Auto Service
201 College Ave., Waterville • 873-3025 

Quality Lawncare & Landscaping
Sidney, Maine

Skowhegan 
Insurance Agency

Specializing in all your insurance needs
Auto • Home • Commercial

Life • Health • Annuities
Medicare Supplements - LTC

108 Madison Avenue, Skowhegan
Insurance@gwi.net

474-7111

Custom Shower Doors, Auto Detailing, Auto Glass, Home Windows
Marc and Angel Paradis ~ Owners

Waterville Road • Route 201 • Skowhegan

(207) 474-0688 • Fax 474-7680

Is your well water safe to drink?
Water Testing • Radon Testing • Asbestos Testing 

Indoor Air Quality Analysis  • Food Testing

1-800-244-8378
www.nelabservices.com

2 OFFICES: 
227 China Road, Winslow, ME 

120 Main Street, Westbrook, ME

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

LOVEJOY 
DENTAL CENTER

Allen S. Goldey, DDS 
7 School Street, Suite 2. Albion
207-437-2100
www.lovejoydentalcenter.com

Full Service Family Dentistry featuring Implant Placement and Restoration, Cosmetics, Dentures, 
Crowns, Root Canals, Fillings, Extractions, Dental Hygiene and More

Always Welcoming New Patients • Most Insurances Accepted • Open Fridays

Be happy 
with your 
smile and 

your dentist

HOME 
SERVICE

PROVIDERS
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81 Puddledock Road, Manchester, ME 04351
(207) 622-5965 • Open Daily 8-6

www.longfellowsgreenhouses.com

Longfellow’s Annual Spring Open House & 40th Anniversary Celebration
April 29 - April 30

Our Nursery is 
Open with Great
Specials to Help 
You Get Growing

Feathered 
Friend™ Black Oil 
Sunflower Seed

$7.99 - 1 cu. ft.
(reg. $9.99)

$7.99 - 1 cu. ft.
(reg. $9.99)

A premium soil builder created 
exclusively by Master Nursery™ 
garden centers. Bumper Crop™ 

Soil Builder contains only the finest 
all-natural, rich, organic composted 

ingredients. This versatile soil is 
perfect for conditioning all of

your garden beds.

Longfellow’s offers a large 
variety of vegetable and flower 
seeds that are perfect for your 

home garden! All Burpee™ 
seeds are Non-GMO. 

Bar Harbor Blend is a premium 
potting soil made with salmon, 

blueberry, lobster and other 
composts, sphagnum peat, perlite 

and kelp meal. It’s designed for 
potting house plants, planting 

window boxes, hanging baskets
and all containers.

Bumper Crop™ Soil Builder Coast of Maine™ Bar Harbor Blend

All Get Ready for Backyard Birds

All
New!

Black oil sunflower seed is 
a high-energy, year-round 
seed that attracts a variety 

of birds to your feeders. 

Pansy 6-Pack

Specials • Workshops and Lectures • Raffles • Refreshments • Information Booths
Enter for a Chance to Win a $400 Longfellow’s Gift Card! All Specials Effective April 29 - April 30, 2017

$1.99
(reg. $3.69)

All Trees and 
Shrubs*
20% Off

*In-stock items only

Pansies are the perfect 
flower for early spring as they 
thrive in cooler temperatures. 

Longfellow’s grows all of 
our pansies and they are 

“hardened off” and ready to 
go home today.

20 lb. bag $9.99
(reg. $12.99)

20% Off
Seeds


